
Hi all,

Apologies for keeping you waiting.  I have just realised
it has been three months since I last touched base, but
it has simply been because we have been so busy
making things happen!!

And that doesn't seem to be changing any time soon!
For those of you in Townsville, I will be back to attend
the Merewyn Wrights Rotary District Conference at
Rydges.  Come visit us in the House of Friendship
across the weekend. 

Unfortunately we had to press pause on our Mwezi Na
Dada Monitoring and Evaluation programs last
weekend as Kenya has gone into its 3rd lockdown.
Safety is our number one priority, and we will follow
health and safety advice  as directed by health and
government authorities.

This rippled into our Uhuru Kwa Familia "Freedom for
Families" event where we had planned to provide
education to 1020 mothers and daughters in
partnership with the local Community Health
Volunteers and Days for Girls, over the school holidays. 
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In saying all that,  in the last update we were looking for ways to reach out to the
disability community and offer them support through out the pandemic. Sylvia, our
program manager on the ground, was trained by AMREF and gave a verbal
presentation to participants.  Handouts were also created, and in both A4 and A3
sizes for those with visual impairments. Over 60 people, both the differently abled
and their carers, were given reusable face masks made by the team from Days for
Girls and Food parcels were organised by Farmer Kariuki.  This programming was
done in partnership with Rays of Hope, who offer education on ways the differently
abled community members can become involved in the job market. For more
information, or copies of our handouts, please feel free to reach out. 

disability distribution day



We have also started work on our first community garden. The kids have
voted and it will be called "Young Star Farmers Garden".  It will also have the
name of one of our supporters, Kay Ehrenberg. Kay has been a long time
supporter of Jifunze long before we became official.  

A support teacher at RMIT, Kay has spent time with me working on
presentations, and offering advice on the best way to provide information
to you the donors. 

She has given substantial financial support and is always following up on
the progress we are making in-country, whether it is puberty health
education,  COVID supplies or our new gardens, she too sponsored my
participation in the Progress Conference during lockdown.  I am so grateful
to Kay and I can't think of a better person to name our first garden after. 

The Utimishi school garden has been plowed, fenced and planting will begin
when it is safe, following the COVID lockdown.  

Education will be offered to the children on healthy eating, agriculture and
nutrition. Educational posters will cover the fencing and a bench seat will be
on display for visitors to the site, with a plaque of the Kenyan and Australia
names attached. 

This project will be supervised by Lawerence, aka Farmer Kariuki, who is a
commercial farmer in Kenya.  Over the last month, Sylvia has also arranged
for Lawerence to meet the Agriculture Minister, so we have faith that this
garden is in good hands.

Thanks to Utimishi Primary School for the partnership!
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Here at home
On the 19th of February we officially launched the charity in Townsville at Iggy Park Hall.  A
huge THANK YOU goes out to Jan Johnson who led the team on the night, and my mum
Roberta Porter who ran around like a little worker bee - both ladies were running around
before, during, and after the event to make it what it was. 

Thank you also to Aloise and Kat from Mundingburra Rotary Club, Janet and John Curran,
Harry, Chris, Hung, Beatrice, Dad aka Brendan, Ashleigh, North Ward Pharmacy, The Ville
Casino, Susan and Sylvia.  The night was a big success!

A few short weeks later we received our offical charity status from the ACNC so all your
donations over $2 now qualify for a tax receipt! This has been a long time coming, having
placed the application in for assessment on the 26th of May.  Given this new status we will be
looking for someone willing to Audit our books come October.  If this is something that you
may be able to assist with, please reach out.

Here in Melbourne, we were lucky enough to hold a booth at the Kensington Flemington
Rotary Art show.  Thanks to Lesley, Anne and Edith for having us! We really had a great time
and raised money through our Easter Raffle and jewellery sales. 
 
Next up, I will be coming to QLD for Merewyn Wrights District conference.  We will have a
booth in the House of Friendship and I look forward to having a chat to all of you there. 
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Timor Leste
When we applied for charity status we took into consideration the
expansion of our projects into other countries, be it across Kenya,
within Australia or our neighbouring countries, including Timor
Leste.  These places are important to the board for a variety of
reasons.

Timor Leste holds particular importance to Sally, our Ethics and
Sustainability Director. Having moved from Timor to Australia with
her family at a young age, she returned to complete her Masters
placement with local NGOs and is well -versed in the needs of the
local community. Now, the people of Timor are facing more
challenges  in rebuilding their lives after the devastating floods
that have ravaged Dili during the Easter holidays. 

Sally and her sister Lilly, our face behind social media, have
reached out to form a partnership with Gizela de Carvalho.
Gizela and Sally completed their Masters together here in
Melbourne, and Zela has returned home to form Foundation
FKSH, a local NGO providing women's needs programs in
Timor Leste. 

In the coming weeks we will be reaching out for donations to
assist Zela, as she rebuilds the work that she is doing with the
women.

For full transparency, we want you to know that all of the
funds raised for Kenya programs will go towards Kenya, and
the funds raised for Timor will remain separate.

The work that Zela is doing in Timor will go through the same
vigorous steps that I ensure from all of our project partners,
with photos and receipts to account for every dollar spent.

I know many of you on the mailing list have been to or have
in some way been involved with work in Timor-Leste. If this is
something that you feel passionately about I urge you to
donate at https://chuffed.org/project/timor-leste-floods-
fundraiser-for-tibarliquica or reach out to myself, Sally or Lilly  
for more information. 

https://www.facebook.com/Foundation-FKSH-722771797833532/
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Payments

 
Total AUD 

13,000 KES = $157.81
AUD

+ $206.47 
For masks and

educational supplies
 

Total program cost - 
$364.28 

 

 Community Garden Costs 

**Land and plowing donated by our  program partners and beneficiaries Utimishi
Primary School 

** Benches will be split between this and upcoming gardens

Total Program costs so far - $913.57 
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